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Chapter     Payment of members is the universal practice; the
	1   maximum is £1000 for Canada and the Commonwealth
—now reduced in the latter as an economy measure.
The leader of the opposition is normally paid a salary.
The duration of the lower house is five years in
Canada and the provinces, except Prince Edward
Island, where it is still four, as in Newfoundland. The
Australian rule is three, but for the present Parliament
New Zealand has extended it to four. The Union has
five, as has the Irish Free State, the constitution
allowing a maximum of six.
Electoral procedure is based on the British model.
Writs are issued in the case of a general election by
the Governor, otherwise by the Speaker. Nomination,
polling, and counting of votes are carried out as in the
United Kingdom. Eegistration of voters is largely com-
pulsory. In the great majority of cases the simple rule
of awarding the seat to the candidate with the largest
number of votes prevails. It works most unfairly every-
where from the numerical point of view, giving ex-
aggerated majorities of members to parties, and occa-
sionally allowing a party with a minority of votes to
secure the control of the house. But in Canada, where
the evils of the position are not denied, and where in
Quebec they are often seen at their worst, sentiment
still prefers the old-fashioned manner of voting. It on
the whole is held to have given workable houses, and
no doubt this feeling has been helped by the normal
absence of more than two great parties. Yet the dis-
proportion in the size of constituencies in the interests
of the country areas is carried too far, and it is hardly
satisfactory that, as in 1896, a minority of 11,000 votes
as compared with the Conservatives yet saw the

